
Why Care about Housing?
Introduction



Social Determinants of Health

• WHO Definition: “The circumstances in which people are 
born, grow up, live, work and age, and the systems put in place 
to deal with illness.” (https://www.who.int/health-topics/social-determinants-of-health) 

• WHO Commission on Social Determinants of Health (2008)
• Improve daily living conditions;
• Tackle the inequitable distribution of power, money, and resources;
• Measure and understand the problem and assess the impact of 

action.



Housing First

• Approach to homeless assistance that prioritizes housing placement 
without preconditions.

• 1990s Pathways to Housing (NYC-based nonprofit)
• 2000s George W. Bush Administration
• HUD Homelessness Programs
• VA Homelessness Programs

• Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF)
• Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH)

• Housing is a basic right
• Departure from “housing readiness” programs
• Can’t improve health without safe, stable, affordable housing

• Federal support ended July 2025

https://endhomelessness.org/resources/policy-information/protecting-the-use-of-housing-first/

https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/nchav/docs/Research_Brief-May2023-The_Evidence_Behind_the_Housing_First_Model-Tsai_508c.pdf



Prevalence Estimates
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United States Census Bureau. American Community Survey 5-Year 
Estimates (2019-2023). https://data.census.gov
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 Various national data 
surveys provide different 
population percentages 
for the prevalence of  
people with IDD.

 If  we consider the 
population estimates for 
people 21 years and 
older in NYS, we can 
estimate the number of  
adults diagnosed with 
IDD in Region 1.

 OPWDD reported 
Medicaid Services 
Utilization for Region 
1 by Year

OPWDD Data June 2023. https://opwdd.ny.gov/data/regional-data-story-strategic-planning



State of the States



Living Arrangements & Caregivers



Office for People with Developmental Disabilities

OPWDD Data June 2023. https://opwdd.ny.gov/data/regional-data-story-strategic-planning



OPWDD Medicaid Services
Statewide Utilization
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OPWDD Data June 2023. https://opwdd.ny.gov/data/regional-data-story-strategic-planning



Certified Residential, Statewide
202320222021202020192018
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( $ ) = Average Payment/Person

OPWDD Data June 2023. https://opwdd.ny.gov/data/regional-data-story-strategic-planning



Self-Direction Utilization, Statewide

OPWDD Data June 2023. https://opwdd.ny.gov/data/self-direction-data-story-strategic-planning



Housing-Related Services
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OPWDD Data June 2023. https://opwdd.ny.gov/data/regional-data-story-strategic-planning



National Core Indicators

NCI-IDD. https://idd.nationalcoreindicators.org/survey-reports-insights/



National Core Indicators

NCI-IDD. https://idd.nationalcoreindicators.org/survey-reports-insights/



Questions?


