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The “New Deal”
SSDI

• Title II Benefits. Social Security Act 1937

• Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI)

• Disability Insurance Benefits

• Disabled Widow’s Benefits

• Childhood Disability Benefits (CDB)
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WF AAM

1935 64.6 50.2

2020 82.4 72.6
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SSDI Eligibility

• For people who worked but are no longer able to 
engage in Substantial Gainful Activity (SGA)

• Payable to the person or their Representative Payee
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SSDI Credit of Coverage

• SSDI will vary depending on 
how much you earned while 
working.

• If receiving SSDI in New York 
you will also be eligible for 
Medicare after two years
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Childhood Disability Benefit. 
Eligibility

• When their parents begin to draw their Social Security a 
person with a disability may be eligible for Childhood 
Disability Benefit (CDB)

• While the parent is alive the amount of the CDB will 
equal half of the amount of the parent’s Primary 
Insurance Amount (PIA)

• PIA is based on Full Retirement Age and contributions
• https://www.ssa.gov/planners/retire/1943.html

• When the parent dies, the amount paid to the Adult 
child will be equal to three quarters of the PIA
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CDB Effect on Benefits

• Receiving CDB may reduce SSI by the same amount

• Receiving CDB may affect Medicaid and other 
benefits

• Make an account

https://www.ssa.gov/myaccount/assets/materi

als/EN-05-10378.pdf 

$849 *50% = $425

$849* 75% = $637 x 40 years =$305,760

$3,680 * 50 % =$1,840

$3,680 *75% =$2,760 x40 years =$1,324,800
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CDB Uses and Savings

• Having assets and savings does not restrict your 
SSDI payment 

• SSDI can be used for many things, not just Food and 
Shelter

• Be careful not to exceed SGA in any month

• To learn more about SSDI visit the website
https://www.ssa.gov/disability/ 
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SSDI Question Time!
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